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witer. There are around Abowe: Casing LI Foggl near
100 of them, beholden Gallipoll, &hove righl: Bergn
to a tanned [talian beach Egnaria’s interiors are by local
boy in tight swimmers designer Pino Brescia. Right:
leading them through their Masseria Torre Cocram.

morning aqua-aerobics. At

the nearby harbour of Santa Maria di Leuca once stood a
temple to Minerva, surely among the most interesting of
the Roman Gods, borm of the head of Jupiter. When

1 am reminded that she was also the inventor of music,

| imagine her fury - the pensioners are exercising to
erude 1980% house beats,

I smile at the incongruity, pleased to have stumbled
aver a scene 5o unselfeonscious. But then Puglia is
nothing if not true to itself, a place that has a rough,
unpolished edge to its natural beauties. ItU's where
regular Italians come for their holidays, not just those
whio have heard that Gallipoli is “the new Positano,
Even in 2010, when all of Italy seems on sale to tourists,
the country's heel holds its ground,

This is despite the region's continuing rise to stardom
among a fashionable cognoscenti counting a smattering
of celebrity homeowners, from actors Helen Mirren
tor Mickey Rourke, and, of course, the gossiping
Milanese, with their impeccable gulf shoes and gloves
perfectly pinched into the back pockets of Prada slacks
on the courses around Fasano, There is a growing
concentration of great hotels and new ventures from the
likes of The Thinking Traveller, a high-end villa rental
agency from Huw and Rossella Beaugié that started
in Sicily and has, as of January, spread its interests to
Puglia for the first time. Its Puglia properties include
Villa Blanca {where [ stayed in Lewca), and a sweet,
peppermint pink-and-pistachio beach house nearkwy, Le
Antiche Pajare, scented with roses and oleander.

The prettiest of towns — Lecce, Polignano a
Mare, Monapoli = may be circled by breeze-block
dl,'wr'lnimwnls of run-down '|:|n|.|s:i||.g amd lal.'lq.- |s|:||i|:|..1'r'
apartments, but at their hearts lie historical centres as
rich and picture-ready as anything in northemn Italy.
Unlike the great mercantile towns of Venice or Florence,
thisisa part of the |,t:ﬂ|||.1q,rw!u'n~ the locals come
first, where service in simple tramtorias is unspoilt by
big-tipping foreigners, and life goes on in spite of the
summer influx and strings of pop-up beach clubs,

They say the Pugliese people are among the most
hospitable of Italians. “Maybe it's because they're so used
to foreigners washing up on their shores through history,
from the Moors to the Spaniards to the Barbarians,”
says Aldo Melpignano, owner of the new Borgo Egnazia
resart, a ¥0-minute drive north west of Brindisi. I'm
not 5o sure. There's o waiter at Trattoria La Paraneza in
Gallipoli's fish market, whose initial gruffness almost
makes me get up and leave, and an unsmiling chef of
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Puglia is where veqular ltalians come
Jor their holidays, not just those who've
heard Gallipoli is “the new Positano’”.

Osteria di Chichibio in Polignano a Mare, who spends
all night at the door of his wood oven as he scorches his
forearms roasting scampi and red scorfano fish. “Like

it or lump it” is the implication when the food at both
establishments is slammed down in front of me. But
then these are a confident people; few could find falt
with this honest, lavourful cuisine, The prawn is juicy
and sweet — at Trattoria La Puritate, another exceptional
restaurant in Gallipoli, it is roasted on a thick bed of salt
= while the octopus is soft and meaty, marinated with
“"'I‘." a dash of lemon and Peppery olive ol

"The Pugliese know their own minds,” says James
Pembroke, publisher of The Qldie magazine who owns
Il Trappeto, an exclusive villa close to Ostumni. “It's
significant that a branch of McDonald’s closed down
in Puglia. The food here is as sensational as anything
at Booca di Lupo,” he says, referring to London's
white-hot Soho restaurant. “Puglia, comparatively, is
poor. But it's not simple, Its just that aside from the
Milanese and Romans, who've been holidaying here
for years, Puglia is relatively undiscovered. No, that's
the wrong word.... Puglia is unwrecked.”

It iz a huge region, Italy’s fourth largest with more
than 500 miles of coastline, More than 50 per cent of
the terrivory is flat; so flat, in fact, that there’s no point
in even standing on a soapbox to extend the view, The
landscape, however, is anything but unattractive; olive

trees as old as those in Jerusalem show
their silver leaves to the sun, the red earth
beneath covered in scarlet poppies. Bari
is the capital, an industrial port-city, with
other big towns including Taranto, Foggia,
the ravishingly baroque Lecce, Andria,
Erindisi and Barletta.

Good hotels, large and small, have opened their doors
over the past few years, and are scattered all over, These
include two perfect town-house boites squirrelled away
in the streets of old Gallipoli. They are Palazzo Mosco
Inm, rated for its views over the harbour, and Relais
Corte Palmieri, which has one of the most perfect hotel
rooms imaginable — a standalone cottage suite on the
hotel’s white rooftop. Meanwhile, on the fringe of
Gallipoli, within a kilometre of the sea, is the four-neom
Casina Li Foggi, which opened this spring,

Cloge to Otranto towards the south-east, where
British collector Alistair McAlpine and his wife
Athena have their B&B, [l Convento di Santa Maria
di Costantinopoli, others have gathered, Among the
best s Magseria Montelauro, a Farmhouse converted
into a 29-room hotel with a manicured green lawn
and large aquamarine pool at its centre. It is the loving
creation of Elisabetta Massaro and her two daughters,
Mercedes and Caterina Turgi Prosperi. They vigilantly
monitor every detail of aesthetics and hospitality, while
bronzed children running about the courtyard add o
the ambience. Families {who will love it here) would do
well to take rooms 1 and 2 - spacious, interconnected
and reasonable value at €190 a night.

But theres no getting away from the growing buzz
around a small, seaside village called Savelletri di
Fasano on the Adriatic coast, midway between Bari
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Left: Borgn Egnazia's sister property,

LT, CEMmes oul

are
1 i
It i

2011
children
proper

Hilton Vienna Danube, Austria | Hilton London Metropods, LK

L j. iy

STAY HILTON.
GO EVERYWHERE.

With ower 530 locations in 76 countries we're making it possible.

@
Hilton




Lizf1: asmong the best rentals in Puglia,
Villa Blanca near Sasta Marla di Lenca.

Villa Blanca, which seeps L0, froem €8.000 per week, and Le
Antiche Pajare, which sleeps six, from £2.930 per week

Borge Egnazia, Cor Masciola, Savelletri (+3908-0225
S000: www.horgoes from €310, Casing LI Foggi,
Cal +I908-3327 7217, www. kalekora

il fram €95, Wl Erumﬂlvu di Santa Maria di Costantinopoli,
Wia Conwento, Marittima di Diso {07735-362 328, from
{350, 11 'I'r:pplem Contrad; 5

TEGH: WWWLMAS BT Lacim

ThG wwvwmasserinsandomenico.com ). Masseria Torre
Cootang, Calle da Cotcaro 8, Savelletri (+3908-0482 9310
WM sEriatormecodcarocom), from €270, Masseria Torre
Malzza, Calle da Coccaro sn, Savelletri (+3908-0482 T3S, www.
LorremaEza.coml, from €275, Masseria Montelaura,
aalita Monelauro, Otranto (+3908-3680 6203:
nasseriamontefaurcst), from €165, Palazro Mesoo inn, Via
Micetti 26, Gallipali {+3908-3326 4040: www, hotelg
t delicious rustic-chic hotels I've yet o €130, Relals Corte Palmierl, Corte Pain ;
ew hundred yards down the road [+3508-3324 4040; wawwhoteigs ranbo.ith, from €130,
escia has pulled oft something RESTAURANTS La Cantina, ¥ico Lippolis 8, A ballo (+3908
X D432 34730, Dsteria di Chichibslo, L '|||.l.-l.|rlm L2, Polignand a
W, Mare {+3906-04.24 0488 www.or
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Like the region it calls home, Borgo Egnazia has
sfully to resps

endeavoured sucoe

which it sits. 1t is built entirely in the region’s creamy,
'.1--|-|I|-I||.‘.|'I|-r|-.'. By -.‘.-.II.I|-:|r||I'.|'II|||:|.||I|:|' d’,

that -.|'\' aks I-:.-Ih-.' sun, the sea and contempor

I idations are 5

farthooming e 4 r||"-|l Dsteria Perriccd, | Via Orazio Comes, Monopal

Perricci i |u tiny La Cantina in « anid still unwrecked, where Agua-ar ics is Peicheria 2 Marl, Piarza Amadi 8 Saelletri

Alberobs signer, whose work as much a part of the story as Prada and Odysseus. 4 Trattoria La Puritate ) 3
can stand up alongside i 3 irn thie Trattoria La Paranza, i
town of Fasamo, a 10-m Xway His name REINVENTING THE HEEL Ryanair (0571-246 0000; waw.ryanairc from London s
18 Pimo Brescia, o one-Lme waller |lrr-u:;||l. L 4 Stansted to Brandish thies Uimes a week, Iram British Alraays
owmer's attention wh DOE44-497 TS www, britishairways.com) Mies from London

an 18th-birthday par It was amazing,” remembers Gatwick to Bari six times a week, from £150. F
Melpigmamna, " Ever was talking alwout it, By 2004, of Think Puglia (020-7377 Bellini Traved (020-7602 Ta02: wivw, belliniraveloom) is a four £
Fino and myv mother had created Masseria Cimino” mi, whose high-end villa rentals include operator recomimended for its knowledge of Puglia
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