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TTG Features |taly & Mediterr

anean i1slands

Puglia is fast becoming a destination to
watch, and a new resort in the region is
also helping the “heel” of Italy stride
quickly towards a spot on the luxury
map. ttgluxury editor April Hutchinson
checks out Borgo Egnazia

rrive in Alberobello in

Puglia first thing in the

morning and you'll be

‘ forgiven for thinking you're

j still dreaming.

The old heart of this little town is

| like a Disney film set, made up of
hundreds of tiny, white, conical houses
called trulli - many now converted to
tourist shops and gelateria - winding
up and along cobbled streets.

Alberobello is a Unesco-protected site
and happens to be one of Puglia’s most

popular tourist attractions. Puglia,

| which lies in the “heel” of Italy, has
long been a favourite destination for
Italians, but thanks to Ryanair and
British Airways flights, more Brits are
leading the charge, some even buying
up trulli and converting them into
holiday homes.

The other big success story in Puglia is
the masserie - beautiful, big converted
farmhouses cropping up as small hotels
and guesthouses. Puglia is in Italy’s
agricultural heartland, producing much
of its olive oil and durum wheat for
pasta, thanks to the sun-drenched
climate and Adriatic location.

| am on a whistle-stop tour of the
area, chauffeured around by a black-
clad, sunglasses-wearing Italian driver
who collects me from Borgo Egnazia,
the newest luxury resort in the region.

* Local linen in Alberobello

The resort is named after an ancient
Roman outpost nearhy, but there is

| nothing old-fashioned about Borgo. The
| first part of the resort to open was the
. starkly fashionable luxury hotel where

the rooms are supremely comfortable,
the spa indulgently decadent, and the
decor quite distinctive. The design is
like nothing | have seen before - earthy

| colours mixed with relics and antiques

from the region that reflect its

i agricultural tradition.

Grande designs

Even more ambitious is the addition
this season of an entire village, formed
of 93 suites and townhouses around

a “village square”, built to echo
traditional, whitewashed towns from
the local area. Turn to 60 B>
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Tried & Tested: Borgo Egnazia

The resort is on
the Adriatic coast and includes
63 rooms in the main hotel, 93
rooms in the new “village” and
28 private villas, as well as
three swimming pools, a
cooking school, spa, Trullini
Kids' Club, several restaurants

e,

and bars, and the 18-hole San
Domenico golf course.

The design of
Borgo Egnazia is very striking
and will appeal to fashionable
30+ couples. Families should be
pointed towards the new
village, which includes rustic
townhouses and the unique
kids' club based on the region’s
little trulli. The service is
friendly and the food simple
and delicious. The spa is a
dreamlike haven; advise your
clients to spend time in there.

and lights made of empty
bottles. Older clients might
prefer the more traditional
sister property, Masseria San
Domenico. Borgo Egnazia is
near the coast but it's not on
a beach, so hiring a car

is advisable.

This is a fantastic

all-round resort - tennis, golf, a
spa, great cuisine and family
friendly - in an unspoilt part of
Italy. W&O Travel offers three
nights’ bed and breakfast in a
superior room from £895pp in
June, including BA flights and

0One of Borgo Egnazia’s three pools

My trip into the surrounding

countryside includes visits to several of
these very towns including Polignano,
with its maze of streets winding their

way down to views of the Adriatic
crashing against the cliffs.

One of the area’s other pretty towns

is hilltop Ostuni, known as the “white
city” thanks to its labyrinth of buildings
that sit like dazzlingly bright icing on a
lush, green cake.

The design transfers.
of the main hotel might be a bit

edgy for some: cacti, old keys
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For a full review of Borgo Egnazia
check out the Summer issue of
out on June 23

Borgo Egnazia

Again, the driver waits patiently as
| jump out to explore. Wandering
through the hilly, cobbled back streets
past red-checked pizzeria tables, art
galleries and churches, it is easy to see
why people are starting to appreciate
what the Italians have known all along
- that Puglia really is a hidden gem.

As | get back into the car, the driver
asks me which has been my favourite
part of the tour - and | say Ostuni. He

HOLIDAY

Atrulli

smiles widely and says: “Buono - this is
my town.”

Staying on in Puglia a little longer
would have given me the chance to
check out Lecce, known as to the
“Florence of the south” thanks to its
beautiful baroque architecture, or to
hit some of the beach clubs along the
Adriatic coast. But for a quick first-time
visit, it's fair to say | am now trulli in
love with Puglia.

CHEAT SHEET

Pass yourself off as a gourmet
guru with our cheat sheet on
Puglian cuisine

BURRATA: the local, buttery
mozzarella, which ought to be
eaten within 24 hours of it
being made

CALZONE: translating as “big
sock”, this is a cross between a
pizza and a pasty, stuffed with
pecorino cheese, tomatoes,
onions, olives and capers

ORECCHIETTE: Puglia’s small,
homemade variety of pasta,

meaning “small ear”

SCARPETTA: a piece of local

bread used to mop up every last

Al L
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ounce of the delicious sauce of
your dish

PRIMITIVO: wash it all down
with this rustic red wine from the
“heel” of Italy

ummer holidays from £309pp

Accommodation only from £8pppn
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